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St. Peter’s Church (1899-1917) and Archdeacon Greene 

 

In 1898, construction began on St. Peter’s Anglican Church. It was located 

strategically on Giant’s Head Road (halfway between the Gartrell and Barclay 

ranches). The church was built and financed by the workers at the two ranches.  

 

The church’s cemetery, originally known as The Church of England Cemetery, 

was located adjacent to the church and opened in 1908. The first burial was of 

Arthur James Preston. This cemetery contains the remains of many of these 

ranch owners and workers.  

 

Some of Summerland’s earliest pioneers were classmates and/or residents of 

Harrow School, Middlesex England. George Barclay, also from Middlesex 

England, advertised positions at his cattle ranch, and these classmates came to 

Canada and became pupils of Barclay’s cattle ranch. They built St. Peter’s 

Church, and several of these lifelong friends are buried in this cemetery, 

including Will Fosbery, Richard Turner, Bob Faulder, and Harry Dunsdon. 

 

Every fifth Sunday, Archdeacon Thomas Greene (1849-1935) travelled from 

Kelowna to provide religious services at St. Peter’s Church. He would stay 

overnight at the Gartrell’s home during his visit. Archdeacon Thomas Green 

began his religious services in the Okanagan Valley in 1893. In 1916, he was 

appointed Archdeacon of the Okanagan. In 1935, Greene retired, and he died 

later that year. 

 

In 1910, a new and larger Anglican Church (St. Stephen’s) was built in 

Summerland’s downtown. The older church was used as a community and 

youth centre from 1910 until 1917. On May 17, 1917, while people were 

burning weeds near the church, the wind shifted and the church was destroyed. 
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1.  EVELYN ROBERT “BOB” FAULDER 

BR3-G008 

Bob Faulder  

 

- Father was Robert A. Faulder 

- Churchfields, Harrow-on-the-Hill, Middlesex, England 

- Attended Harrow School in England from 1886 to Easter 1890 

- Arrived in Trout Creek (Summerland) in 1892 and originally stayed with 

Harry Dunsdon in Garnett Valley 

- The Dunsdons worked in the Faulder greenhouses. 

- Worked at George Barclay’s ranch and was the first pupil 

- Enlisted in Strathcona’s Horse in Vernon at age 27 on February 10, 1900 

- Was discharged from army with an infection and awarded the Queen’s Medal 

with three clasps (Belfast, Orange Tree, Natal) 

- In 1901, Dorothy Margaret Nicholson became governess to the Barclay 

children. In 1902, she married Bob Faulder. 

- They married in Vancouver and moved to the sod-roofed cabin at Gartrell 

Point. At that time, it was owned by M.C. Kendall (Middlesex, England). 

- Later, they moved to Upper Trout Creek and partnered with Ralph Deans, a 

fellow Harrow School classmate.  

- Deans and Faulder wanted to develop a large community in Upper Trout 

Creek. Deans planned to dam Trout Creek and generate electricity for the 

new community. Deans died in 1914, and the plans were dropped. 

- One of the first people to own an automobile in the Okanagan Valley 

- Fond of sports such as tennis, badminton, cricket, and golf 

- He was a skilled wood worker and built furniture. 

- He lived in Faulder for most of life, but in his last two years, he lived at 

Crescent Beach. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

4 

2.                     WILL FOSBERY 

BR1-G001 

                
Will Fosbery 

 

- William Charles Widenham Fosbery is buried in an unmarked burial plot in 

the front row of the cemetery. 

- Son of Major W.T.E. Fosbery of Ilgors Runford, Wickford, Essex, England 

- Attended Harrow School from January 1896 to the summer of 1900 

- First went to Christ Church in Cambridge and then Nova Scotia 

- Arrived here in 1896 and pre-empted land in Upper Trout Creek beside his 

classmate, Granville Morgan 

- This pre-emption became part of Penticton Indian Reserve #1. 

- His brother, George, was a carpenter and joined him in Summerland. 

- Will Fosbery had a central role in building the St. Peter’s and St. Stephen’s 

churches. 

- Coach to the Okanagan College football and cricket teams 

- Secretary of the Anglican Church for over 51 years 

- Financial secretary of the Canadian Order of Foresters since 1904 

- Captain and secretary of the Cricket Club 

- Various offices in the tennis, badminton, football, lawn bowling, and rifle 

clubs   

- Part of the Summerland Singers and Players 

- Treasurer of the South Okanagan Progressive-Conservative party 

- Summerland’s longest serving elections returning officer 

- Summerland opened its first library in 1925, and Will Fosbery was our first 

librarian. 
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3.         RICHARD & SARAH TURNER 

BR1-G004 & 005 

        
Richard Turner and Sarah Pierre 

 

- Richard Turner was born in 1874. 

- Son of F.M.H. Turner of Rooksnest Park, Tanridge, Surrey 

- Attended Harrow School from Sept. 1887 to Christmas of 1891 

- Married Sarah Pierre (daughter of Antoine Pierre of Penticton Indian Reserve 

#3) 

- Turner was considered quite wealthy in those days. 

- When they got married, Turner’s parents sent two footmen to act as servants, 

but Richard and Sarah sent the servants back to England. Richard was then 

removed from his parents’ wills. 

- Lived in Upper Trout Creek and children went to school there 

- Purchased 320 acres from Tom Ellis and sold part of property to T.J. Smith 

- Later established Canyon Ranch at the mouth of the Trout Creek Canyon, 

which was bought by Granville Morgan in approximately 1904 

- Children: Charlie Turner died of the flu in 1919, Dick Turner moved to 

Hedley, Hilda married Harry Rennie (teamster for Wheeler in Mineola), and 

Sarah (Tootsie) married Bill Baker. 
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4.       HARRY “POP” & ANNIE DUNSDON 

BR4-G002 

Harry Dunsdon and Annie (nee Stevens) 

 

- Harry Dunsdon (1873-1963) lived very close to the Harrow School in 

Middlesex, England but was not a student. 

- Worked for the Faulder greenhouses in Middlesex, England 

- Dunsdon telegraphed Faulder that he was coming to Canada and wanted to 

meet at Sicamous. Unfortunately, Faulder received the telegraph late, but 

Dunsdon slowly found his way to Trout Creek. 

- When Dunsdon arrived in Trout Creek, only 11 people were living there: Ed, 

Will, David Lloyd Jones, George Barclay, Alec MacLennan, William Conkle, 

Bob Faulder, James Gartrell, Duncan Woods, and Johnny and Antoine Pierre. 

- Harry worked for James Gartrell. 

- In 1894, he pre-empted 320 acres in Garnett Valley. The lot was just west of 

the Garnett brothers’ property (DL 479). 

- Bob Faulder helped build the Dunsdon house. 

- Harry married Annie Stevens (1881-1928) at this site in the St. Peter’s Church 

on June 1, 1904. It was Summerland’s first local marriage. 

- Harry and Annie’s children were: Dorothy (died in 1989 and married George 

Forster), Ted, Arthur (1907-2001), Fred, Jack, George (1913-1988), Mary 

Ward (1918-1982), and Phillip 

- Harry was known for his marksmanship and was in the Summerland Rifle 

Club. 

- Jim Dunsdon joined in 1895 and married Hannah Harvey. 

- Jim Dunsdon’s children: Margaret Dunsdon (Rinestad), Jim, Harry, and Steve 
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5.   ROBERT HENRY & HARRIET AGUR 

BR2-G002 & 003 

 

 

Robert Henry Agur and Harriet (nee Van Allen) 
 

- Robert Henry Agur was born on July 13, 1856 in the County of Oxford and 

was the son of Robert Agur and Margaret Ballard. He attended Ingersoll High 

School, Upper Canada College, and Toronto Business College. 

- In charge of father’s lumber yard in Chatham, Ontario for five years (1877) 

- 1882: Married Harriet (D. R. Van Allen’s daughter) and moved to Winnipeg 

- Partnership with E.W.H. Van Allen, Chatham Wagon Company, and then 

Massey & Co. In 1890, the company became Massey-Harris Co., and Agur 

was assistant manager. In 1898, he became manager of the northwest 

department of the company. 

- Director of Empire Loan Company and partnered with H.H. Beck of the 

Manitoba Assurance Company. He was also a member of the Winnipeg 

Board of Trade and an active Church of England member. 

- Retired from Massey-Harris in 1904 due to health reasons and moved to 

Summerland. He first bought four blocks of land (DL 2543) and later bought 

land in Prairie Valley. 

- Had four sons: Allen, Eric, Phillip, and Athol 

Allen Agur had three sons: Don, Pat, and Robin (died in WW2). 

Allen Agur’s wife was daughter of Mrs. Coutts Marjoribanks. 

Eric Agur operated a cannery in Balcomo and moved to California. 

   Phillip followed Eric and moved to California. 

   Athol Agur operated the first stage line between Penticton and Vernon 

and was killed in a skiing or avalanche accident at Dome Mtn in 1927 

- R.H. Agur was a Councillor on the first Municipal Council in 1906 and later 

served as Reeve. As Reeve in 1910, the District of Summerland bought the 

water and electrical utilities and the road system from Shaughnessy’s 

Development Company. 

- R.H. Agur died in 1913 at the age of 57. Wife Harriet died in 1926 in 

California while visiting Phillip. 

- Harriet’s sister, Letitra, had two children: Marsden and Marjorie. Marsden 

Van Allen died in WW1. 
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6.      ROBERT FRANCIS “BOB” VERRIER 

BR2-G007 

Bob Verrier and the prestigious Verrier Award 

 

- Born in 1922  

- Son of Reginald Verrier of Faulder, who was a veteran of WWI and lost an 

arm in the war 

- Bob’s aunt was Lilly Verrier. She knew Bob Faulder in England. 

- Bob’s uncle was William Verrier who came to Summerland in 1919 and had a 

meat market in Lowertown. 

- William Verrier was born in 1893 in Taunton, England. He married Florence 

May Wingrove in England and then returned to Prairie Valley. 

- William Verrier’s family: Dennis William, Mildred, and Phyllis 

- Reginald Verrier married Maude McDermott. 

- Reginald’s family: Charles Reginald (killed in WW2), Norman, Ruth, and 

Bob Verrier 

- Lilly Verrier never married. 

- Bob was a member of the Student Council, captain of the football team, and 

also played basketball and track and field. 

- Killed in tragic hunting accident during Christmas holidays in Grade 11 

- Bob’s fellow students created the Verrier Award. The first one was in 1941. It 

is considered to be Summerland’s most prestigious award. 

- The 2008 Verrier Award winner was Ben Mott, who was the third Mott to 

win this award! 
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7. VIOLET NELSON & FINDLAY MUNRO 

BR2-G005 & 006 

     
Findlay Munro and Violet (nee Nelson) 

 

- Violet Munro nee Nelson was born in 1888 in Waltham, England. 

- Her father, Robert Nelson (1854-1918), was a carpenter.  

- Robert Nelson built Balcomo and did woodwork at the Parliament Buildings 

and the Anglican Church in Summerland. He had four children: Bill, Bert, 

Tom, and Violet. 

- Findlay Munro was born in 1881 in Cullrein, Rosshire, Scotland. 

- Findlay went to Australia for five years before BC and arrived in Meadow 

Valley in 1904. 

- He worked on irrigation systems in Penticton and on Summerland’s north 

main flume. 

- He pre-empted land in Meadow Valley in 1905. 

- He drained the original Darke Lake from 1906-1908 and farmed it until 1952. 

It’s now called Beck Ranch (at the time it was called Savanna Farm Ltd.). 

- Violet married Findlay Munro on Feb. 16, 1910 at a church on Giant’s Head 

Road. 

- Children: Don, Phil, Edna, Melinda “Lynn,” Sybil, and Winona “Nonie” 

- Lynn Munro married Jim Hale. They had two children: Larry Hale and Vi 

Ward. 

- Findlay served in WW1 in the 4th Division, Canadian Field Artillery, and 

fought at Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele. 

- Helped build and maintain Garnett Lake Bridge until 1924 when a new dam 

flooded the bridge 

- Main route to get Munro’s lumber was over the bridge to Meadow Valley 

- Water rights dispute over use of the new Darke Lake  

- Phil Munro and Walter Powell started ski tow in Meadow Valley 

(“Summerland Ski Hill”) 

- Munro Lake, BC, is named after him. 

- In 1970, Findlay and Violet celebrated their 60th anniversary in Penticton. 

- Findlay Munro died on June 16, 1976 at the age of 94. 
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8.         JAMES & MARY GARTRELL 

BR3-G001 & 002 

James Gartrell and Mary nee Pike 

 

- James Gartrell was born on Feb. 23, 1847 in Stratford, Ontario. He lived in 

Downie, Ontario. 

- Mary Pike was born in 1850 in Stratford, Ontario. 

- James Gartrell married Mary Pike on March 7, 1867. They had five children:  

- Mary Jane “Jannie” born in 1869 

- William J. Gartrell born in 1873 

- Edith Ella born in 1875 

- George born in 1877 

- Frederick born in 1879 

- Mary’s brother, George Pike, worked at Cawston Ranch and told them to 

move west. 

- They traveled west via Spokane with their five children and brought apple 

tree plantings with them. 

- In 1885, James worked on Tom Ellis ranch in Penticton, and Mary worked as 

a cook for the ranch hands. 

- Pre-empted land on June 3, 1887 and established the first commercial orchard 

in the 1890s. They sold fruit to Fairview miners in the beginning. 

- Son Frederick married Lizzie English (children are Mary Orr, Bill, and Lloyd 

Gartrell). Frederick was the chair of the School Board. 

- Lloyd Gartrell married Beryl Swift and they had seven children. 

- Mary Jane married Arthur Day in 1888 (she died in 1904). 

- Edith married David Lloyd-Jones. 

- George Gartrell married Elsie May French in 1905 and started the first fish 

hatchery. 

- The Gartrell home (built in 1896 and now used by great-grandson David 

Gartrell) was also the post office. 
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9.         FRANK & MICHAEL DANIELS  

BR4-G005 & 006 

Frank and Michael Daniels 

 

- Frank Michael Daniels was born in Ireland in 1900 and died in 1981. 

- Bridget Mary Hayden was born in Ireland in 1898 and died in 1977.  

- In 1922, Frank Michael Daniels and Bridget Hayden married in Ireland. 

- They had two children (Michael George in 1923 and Gladys Elizabeth in 

1924) that were born in Ireland. In 1928, the family moved to Summerland, 

and they had ten more children. 

- Frank Michael Daniels worked at the Research Station as a herdsman in 1928. 

- In 1933, Frank and Bridget operated a grocery store on Shaughnessy Avenue 

(Lakeshore Road) in Lowertown. 

- One son, Michael Jr., worked at the Box Factory and later moved to 

Vancouver. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy Volunteer Reserve 

where he was stationed at the shipyards in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. He died 

in 1944 as he was working with grenades and one exploded. 

- At that time, his father (Frank Michael Daniels) was serving in Italy with the 

Eighth Army. 
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10.           CLAUDE & ETHEL EVANS 

BR3-G007 & 008 

   Claude and Ethel Evans 

 

- Claude Evans (1885-1953) was born in Brandon, Manitoba. 

- Laura “Ethel” Evans (1883-1979) was born in North Dakota. 

- 1904: Claude Evan’s father, Ezekiel Evans, was one of the first people to 

purchase land from the Summerland Development Company. Ezekiel bought 

land near the present day Thornhaven Winery. Ezekiel was a prominent 

prairie pioneer and was the mayor of Brandon, Manitoba (1897-1898). Due to 

poor health, he moved to Summerland and died in 1930. 

- Ethel’s twin sister married Jack Bennest. 

- Claude and Ethel Evans lived in the sod-roofed cabin from 1920 to 1925. 

They white-washed the cabin while living there. Also, their two sons—Wilf 

and Bill—were born there. 

- Others that lived in the sod-roofed cabin include G.H.V. Bulyea, Roy Black, 

Bob Faulder, Herbert Dunham, and Jacques Landry. The cabin was originally 

located on Tom Ellis land, and it is speculated that cattle workers from the 

Ellis ranch built the cabin. 

- Wilf Evans was born pre-mature. At that time, the Felix Hotel’s oven was 

used as a temporary incubator. So, Wilf was placed in the hotel’s oven 

temporarily. Shortly afterwards, Lloyd Gartrell was born and also cared for in 

the Felix Hotel’s oven. 

- In 1925, Claude sold his Trout Creek property (and cabin) to Jacques Landry. 

- Claude and Ethel Evans had three children: 

- Wilf Evans, long-time local doctor, married Griselda Gordon in 1948. 

- Bill Evans operated the ESSO station in Summerland. 

- Tish married R.D. Spencer of Los Angeles, California. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

13 

11.        LAURENCE FRANCIS HICKEY   

BR2-G001 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laurence Francis Hickey 
 

- Born in 1919 and educated in Summerland 

- Father was Thomas Francis Hickey (1890-1949), who was a postmaster, and 

his mother was Kate 

- Hickey family came to Summerland in 1910 

- Lived in Lowertown on the property that is now owned by Terry Manders 

- Laurence had one brother, Alan Hickey, who later worked at the Bank of 

Montreal in Kimberly. 

- After finishing high school, Laurence became an instructional officer for the 

RCAF. 

- In 1943, he was honoured as a “Flying Officer.”  

- While in Moncton, New Brunswick, he met and later married Grace Jean. 

- He was killed in a plane crash on August 2, 1944. 

- According to the Penticton Herald, his funeral was “one of the largest 

attendances ever recorded at a funeral in this community.” 
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12.  MAJOR ERNEST EDWARD HUTTON 

BR2-G008 
 

Major Ernest Edward Hutton 

 

- Born in 1860 and died in 1944 

- Graduated from Oxford University in 1884 

- Boer War Veteran 

- Nickname was Beau 

- Married Jan Van Der Ness (widow of the Belgium Ambassador to USA) 

- Their children included Jeanne Van Der Ness (married H. Vivian “Paddy” 

Acland and had daughter Mrs. Pat Brown-Clayton) and Peter Van Der Ness 

- Sir Thomas Shaughnessy convinced Hutton to move to Summerland and paid 

for his railway travel to Summerland. 

- In 1907, Hutton had his Summerland home, named Bredon Hill, built. Bredon 

Hill overlooked a 30-acre orchard. 

- The interior and exterior design of the home resemble Samuel McClure 

architecture. 

- Active with the Summerland Cricket Club  

- Was magistrate in Penticton 

- In 1914, he was involved with a proposed university (eventually UBC). He 

wanted it modelled after the American State University rather than a 

technology institute. 

- Active during World War One and worked at Camp Vernon 

- After his military career, he was prominent in horticulture (locally, 

provincially, and nationally). 
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13.  ROBERT & MARION CARTWRIGHT 

BR4-G07 & G8A 

   
Robert and Marion Cartwright  

 

- Robert was the son of Sir Richard Cartwright (1835-1912) and was born in 

Kingston, Ontario on November 6, 1860. 

- Trained at the Royal Military College and graduated in 1881 

- Returned to Kingston and attended Queen’s University in Law but left before 

completing the degree in 1885. He joined the northwest rebellion and later 

accompanied first Canadian Contingent to the Boer War as a special officer. 

- Married Ivy Davy (1861-1940) of Napanee, Ontario. She was the daughter of 

Benjamin Davy (1827-1874) and Ellen McCoy (1832-1917). 

- While in Ottawa, Robert was commander of the Musketry School. Due to 

poor health, they moved to Summerland. 

- Two daughters: Vida (Mrs. Otto Zimmerman) and Marion Cartwright 

- Built 50x52 home in 1909 (large for that time) with fieldstone for $4,000 

- 1914: Active in militia during WW1 

- 1915: assisted in training at Camp Vernon for the 2nd Mounted Rifles  

- Mrs. Ivy Cartwright was very active in the horticultural society and was the 

honorary president. 

- Marion Cartwright was prominent in the Woman’s Institute for over 50 years. 

She was also active in horticulture, drama, pottery, Red Cross, Riding Club, 

Singers and Players, accomplished figure skater, and an active member of the 

St. Stephen’s Church. Marion was named “Good Citizen of the Year” in 1961 

(shortly before she died). 
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14.    CAPT. ARTHUR & “JACK” TEMPLE 

 BR3-G001 

Captain Arthur and “Jack” Temple 

 

- Captain Arthur MacDonald Temple (1893-1958) from Dorset, England 

- Moved to Kelowna in 1910 

- Enlisted with the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles in 1914 

- Was a Captain in World War One in France from 1915-1917 

- Transferred into the South Lancashire Regiment until the end of the war 

- Moved to Summerland in 1919 

- Married Enid Steven Wallis (1894-1958) on June 19, 1920 

- Lived on Walters Road, Front Bench and was a fruit rancher 

- An expert horseman and very active in the Penticton Riding Club and 

Okanagan Valley Light Horse Improvement Association 

- In 1930, joined the Army Militia to help train the B.C. Dragoons 

- Enid was active with the Red Cross, especially during WW2, and helped 

establish the Memorial Garden by Anglican Church. 

- They had two children: Nellie and Jack (Arthur John Guy Temple) 

- Jack was active in scouts and sea cadets. He also built kayaks and row boats 

and enjoyed skating and boating. 

- In 1943, Jack earned his wings and joined RCAF 425 Squadron. 

- After a bombing raid and at 2800 feet, a smaller plane crashed into Jack’s 

plane and Jack was killed. This was seven weeks before the end of the war, 

and he was 21 years old. 
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15.              ROBERT CLOUSTON 

BR2-G003 

   
  Sir Edward Clouston                            Robert Clouston 

 

- Robert Clouston (1852-1924) and other family members are buried in an 

unmarked plot in the front row of the cemetery. 

- His brother, Sir Edward Clouston (1849-1912), was one of the first people to 

purchase property in Summerland. 

- The Clouston family is a famous Hudson Bay Company family. 

- Sir Edward was part of Sir Thomas Shaughnessy’s CPR Board and supported 

Shaughnessy’s efforts to create an agricultural community. 

- Edward Clouston died in 1912 and is buried at Mont Royal Cemetery, which 

his wife helped start. 

- In 1909, Robert acquired the Summerland property.  

- The Clouston home is on South Victoria Road near the old West Summerland 

Train Station. 

- Robert Clouston was active in the community, especially with the Masons 

and with the creation of the first hospital. 

- Mrs. Clouston was active in the Women’s Institute and was its first president. 

- Robert’s son, Alfred “Buster” Clouston, attended Okanagan College in 

Summerland. He enlisted with the Mounted Rifles in May of 1916 and was 

killed on November 10, 1917 at Paschendaele. His memorial is at Menin Gate 

(Ypres). 
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16.             JAMES & MAE ATWOOD 

     BR13-G001  

   
 

James Atwood: 
 - James was born in Kelowna in 1894. 

- He attended Military College in Kingston, Ontario in 1915. 

- In 1921, he moved to Grand Forks, BC. 

- In 1925, he married May Edith Annie McMynn. 

- From 1925 to 1950, he was the B.C. Game Warden. 

- James died in 1964. 

- Grandfather was John Strickland Traill (1847-1932) 

- Great-grandmother was Catherine Parr Traill nee Strickland (1802-1899) 

- Catherine’s sister was Susanna Moodie nee Strickland (1803-1885) 

 

Mae Atwood: 

- Annie McMynn was born in Rock Creek in 1901. 

- The McMynn family had prominent history in Rock Creek and Greenwood. 

- Her uncle was William Graham McMynn, a sheriff during the gold rush. 

- In 1921, she moved to Midway. 

- In 1925, she married James Atwood. 

- She was a teacher and wrote three books about Western Canadian history 

(primarily about her husband’s family history). 

- In 2002, Annie died at age of 101. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

19 

17.                 MARJORIE CROIL 

BR8-G2 
 

 

 

 

Marjorie Croil 

 

- While living in Toronto, she met her future husband, Dr. Alfred Vanderburgh 

of Summerland. Following their marriage, she arrived in Summerland in 

1925. 

- They had two children: Mary (Walker) and John. 

- She became more interested in painting in 1953. She claimed she was “self-

taught” but did take some art classes. 

- Dr. Vanderburgh provided medical services until his death in 1955. 

- In 1956, Marjorie was named “Good Citizen of the Year” for her numerous 

contributions to Summerland. 

- Later, Marjorie married Tom Croil, a strong supporter of her art. 

- Was a journalist for the Vernon News, Summerland Review, and Penticton 

Herald (retired in 1966) 

- Marjorie was primarily an impressionist and said, “I’m not too interested in 

realism.” 

- She was a very active member of the Summerland Art Club. 

- She used multi-mediums—oil, pastels, ink washes, watercolours, batik, mono 

and block printing, silk screening, acrylics—all on various papers, canvases, 

and boards. 

- Her paintings have been exhibited in the Provincial Archives; the Van 

Reekum Gallery in Appeldorn, Holland; the Mary Frazee Gallery in 

Vancouver; and Terrace, Penticton, and Kelowna. 

- The Holland exhibit (1968) was especially important as the exhibit had 60 of 

her paintings. 
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18.                  DR. ALLEN HARRIS 

     BR2-G006 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph “Allen” Harris 

 

- Joseph Allen Harris was born in Upper Trout Creek. 

- His father was John Harris, a teacher in Upper Trout Creek. 

- Allen was active in Boy Scouts and went to Okanagan College on Giant’s 

Head Mountain. 

- He worked for one year at the Bank of Montreal in Kelowna. 

- Went to UBC for his BA and MA and the University of Illinois for his PhD 

- At age 22, he co-discovered Element 61 at the University of Illinois. 

- The search for Element 61 has been described as “the most complex and 

confused of any of the elements in the periodic table.” Element 61 was called 

Illinium. 

- In Summerland, following his discovery, he presented a lecture at the “Log 

Cabin” by the waterfront. 

- Summerland welcomed him home with a musical about his life with music 

from Gilbert and Sullivan at Ellison Hall in Peach Orchard Park. 

- Later the discovery was not confirmed and eventually Element 61 was 

identified and named promethium (Pm). 

- Elected MLA (1933-1937), Liberal Party, and was the youngest MLA in BC 

history. One topic he introduced was the concept of “recycling,” and he was 

the first to consider this. 

- Professor Emeritus in Chemistry at UBC 

- Retired in 1966 
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19.        FRED & CHRISTINE NIXON 

BR1-G003 & 004 

    
Fred and Christine Nixon 

 

- Fred Nixon was born in Gateshead-on-Tyne, England on March 30, 1875. 

- He came to Summerland in 1906 and became the municipal clerk in 1910. 

- He married Christine Tait in 1910 at the new St. Stephen’s Church. Their 

wedding was performed by Rev. H.A. Solly. 

- Christine Tait’s brother was John Tait. 

- Two children: Gordon and Mrs. Alec Watt 

- Fred joined the Canadian Army and fought in World War One. 

- In 1919, he rejoined the municipal staff. 

- Remained as municipal clerk until June 1, 1949 

- Played an important role in the development of Summerland 

- Awarded “Good Citizen of the Year” in 1948 

- Considered one of the most effective municipal clerks in the province 

- Given honorary life membership into the Municipal Officers Association in 

June of 1952 

- Active member of the Rotary Club and also given honorary membership 

- Active member of the Great War Veterans Association and helped set up the 

local Legion (also was the secretary of this branch) 
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20.           ARCHDEACON H.A. SOLLY 

BR2-G006 

 
Archdeacon H.A. Solly 

 

- He was born in Moncton County, Kent, England. He arrived Canada in 1887 

and farmed for 15 years. 

- Received a degree from St. John’s College (Winnipeg) in 1902 and returned 

to England in 1905 

- Married Dorothy Thomson (South Wales) in 1907 and came to Summerland 

- He was the first rector of the parishes of Peachland, Westbank, Naramata, and 

Summerland. From 1907-1910, he performed services at St. Peter’s Church at 

this site. 

- In 1933, he became Archdeacon of the Okanagan. 

- President of the Board of Trade (locally and provincially) 

- An active Mason and was elected Master in 1918-1919 

- Helped set up Summerland’s golf course 

- First president of the Summerland Telephone Company 

- Retired in 1937 

- Solly’s home is at Trout Creek Point. 

- Dorothy was the first president of the Women’s Auxiliary and a member of 

the School Board and Hospital Board 

- In 1940, she was awarded “Good Citizen of the Year.” 

- Four children: Dorothy, Veronica, Nicolas, and Ivor  
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21.        DR. F.W. & NORA ANDREW 

BR4-G003 & 004 

Dr. F.W. and Nora Andrew 

 

- Dr. Andrew was born in Pennsylvania. 

- He was educated in Brooklyn and Toronto for medicine. 

- Bought and sold farms in Manitoba to make money for medical school 

- His future wife, Nora Kathleen Blott, was from Dunnville, Ontario. 

- He came to BC in 1908 with Dr. McGregor and began a medical practice 

within a few months. 

- He opened a cottage hospital in Lowertown with Polly Sinclair. 

- In 1914, he opened an eight-bed hospital on Hospital Hill. The two-acre 

property was donated by the Summerland Development Company. 

- In 1919, the hospital burned down and the Felix Hotel was used. 

- In 1922, the hospital reopened with 16 beds and five baby cots. 

- In 1941, he was chosen as the “Good Citizen of the Year.” 

- Active in Red Cross and the St. John Ambulance 

- Started a heath program in our schools 

- Secretary of the Summerland Telephone Company (when we had our own 

service) 

- President of the Summerland Board of Trade for two years 

- President of the Summerland Golf Course, which he helped start. The first 

golf course was located at Crescent Beach. 

- Helped start the Summerland Community Scholarship, which was the first in 

the province 

- Major player in the creation of the first hospital. 

- Wrote many articles for the Okanagan Historical Society’s annual reports 

- Wrote a history book called “The Story of Summerland” and gave all profits 

to the local Red Cross. 
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22.        MUIR & MARJORIE STEUART 

BR4-G003 & G004 

Muir and Marjorie Steuart 

 
- Muir Steuart’s parents, Alexander (1855-1942) and Mary (1858-1954) came 

to Summerland in 1904. 

- The Steuart family is noted for their extensive orchards and their prominent 

role in the fruit industry. 

- Alex Steuart married Mary Muir in 1887 in Quebec City. Muir was born two 

years later (1889-1940). 

- Alex formed the A. Steuart and Son Packing House in 1915. It was located at 

the corner of Henry Road and Jubilee Road. 

- In 1920, Muir took over the company and renamed it the Steuart Fruit 

Company. 

- Muir married Marjorie May Limmer (1895-1946) in 1914. 

- Muir was the manager of the Steuart Fruit Company, the Summerland Co-op, 

and the Summerland Box Factory. 

- Health problems caused them to build a new house on Quinpool with hot 

water radiant heat. 

- In 1940, Muir died at the age of 51. 

- In 1946, Marjorie died also at the age of 51. 
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23.   CHARLES ‘NED’& KATE BENTLEY 

BR3-G006 & 007 

 
Charles “Ned” and Kate Bentley 

 
- Charles E. Bentley (1883-1957) was born in Wandsworth, Surrey, England. 

- In 1898, he became an honoured member of the South African Veterans 

Association. 

- His mother was Kate Ellen Bentley (Hallam) (1855-1943), and his father was 

Charles Joseph Bentley (1852-1914). In 1908, they arrived in Vancouver and 

later came to Summerland. 

- Established a garage in Penticton in 1911. 

- In 1911, his father was active in municipal politics but in 1914 he died. 

- In 1915, Charles E. Bentley enlisted in World War 1. 

- Helped establish the local Great War Veterans Association in 1924 

- Was the first president of the Legion in 1926 

- Became a councillor in 1933 

- On March 13, 1943 mother Kate Bentley died 

- From 1936 to 1939 and 1951 to 1953, he was the Reeve (Mayor). 

- Was the “Good Citizen of the Year” in 1939  
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24.          CECIL & MARIE RIPPIN 

BR2-G002 & 003 

     
 

 

 

 

 
Cecil and Marie Rippin 

 

- Cecil John Rippin (1872-1951) was born in Eournemoude, England. 

- Marie Rippin (nee Schlossmach) (1875-1948) was born in Belleville, France. 

- Married on Dec. 23, 1903 in Paris, France 

- Arrived in Canada in 1904 

- In 1905, their son, Maurice, was born. 

- In 1906, Marie Jeanne “Ninette” was born in France. 

- In 1907, Paul Maurice Cecil was born in Fairview (Oliver). 

- In 1911, Edward Guy Daniel was born in Oliver. 

- Established a ranch south of White Lake in the Oliver area 

- The ranch was hit with severe frost, and they lost most of their crop. 

- Moved to Prairie Valley in 1920  

- In 1926, Cecil was a director of a coal mining company that later experienced 

financial problems. 

- Cecil “Rip” was involved primarily with the fruit shipping business. 

- In 1928, he was appointed as the Dominion Fruit Inspector and remained in 

that position for twenty years. 

- The Rippin barn still stands on Dale Meadow Road near Rutherford. 

- Marie Rippin died on Sept. 1, 1948 at the age of 73. 

- Cecil Rippin died on Feb. 13, 1951 at the age of 78. 
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25.      ROBERT & MALINDA NELSON 

BR4-G006 & 007 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert and Malinda Nelson 

 
- Robert Nelson (1854-1918) and his sons—Bill, Bert, and Tom—were 

Summerland’s renowned carpenters.  

- Married Malinda Chapman on March 5, 1878 in Lambeth, England 

- The family arrived in Canada in 1903. After one year in Regina, 

Saskatchewan, the family moved to Victoria, BC. There, Robert Nelson 

assisted architect Francis Rattenbury with the Empress Hotel.   

- At the end of December 1904, they moved to Summerland to assist with the 

construction of Balcomo Lodge in Prairie Valley (the R.H. Agur residence).  

- In 1906, Robert and his sons built the Nelson home. The Nelson home on 

Giants Head Road was Summerland’s “Heritage Home” for 2018. Robert 

acquired the property from Charles J. Thomson in 1906 along with 14.3 acres 

of orchard land. 

- The family also built many of Summerland’s other heritage buildings, 

including the St. Stephens Anglican Church and the Muir Steuart home on 

Quinpool Avenue.  

- From 1910 to 1917, Robert was active in discussions regarding municipal 

affairs. 

- In 1918, Robert died after a “lingering illness” at the age of 64. 

- Alfred “Bert” Nelson died in 1928 as he never recovered from the war. 

- From 1914 to 1942, Bill and Tom Nelson were responsible for most of the 

buildings at the Summerland Research Station, including the 

Superintendent’s house.  

- Before retirement, the last building Bill Nelson worked on was the 

Summerland Fish Hatchery in Lowertown.  
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26.   WILLIAM & ELIZABETH HARVEY 

BR2-G005 

     
William and Elizabeth Harvey 

 

- William F. Harvey (1860-1932) was born in Cornwall, England. 

- Annie Elizabeth Phillips (1863-1956) was born in London, England. 

- On May 5, 1880 they were married in Lancashire, England. 

- In 1886, Herbert William “Bert” Harvey was born in England. 

- In 1887, Frederick Thomas was born. 

- In 1896, Caroline Alice “Aria” was born in Essex, England. 

- In 1906, they moved to Summerland.  

- Fred Harvey had an orchard on Blair Avenue.  

- In 1907, Herbert “Bert” Harvey (1886-1942) and his wife, Bertha (1889-

1967, nee Orchard), moved into the home. 

- Bert operated a lumber yard with his partner, Clare Elsey.   

- In 1917, Bert Harvey built the Bank of Montreal building on Main Street. 

- They had two daughters, Marjorie and Carry. 

- On February 28, 1932, William F. Harvey died at age 71. 

- August 30, 1956, Annie Elizabeth Harvey died at age 95. 
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27.      HUGH & MARY GALLAUGHER 

 BR1-G005 & 006 

   
Hugh and Mary Gallaugher 

 
- Hugh Little Gallaugher (1859-1935) was born in Simcoe, Ontario. 

- Mary Jane Mutton (1872-1964) was born in England. 

- In 1885, Hugh worked for the CPR in the Golden area and then moved to 

Brandon, Manitoba. 

- On April 2, 1895, Hugh married Mary Jane Mutton in Brandon, Manitoba. 

- On June 9, 1896, Willie Edmund was born. 

- In 1897, Mary Amelia “Minnie” was born in Brandon, Manitoba. 

- In 1905, Hugh purchased 20 acres of land from the Garnett Valley 

Development Company at $100/acre in Garnett Valley. 

- Mary was active in the Anglican Church and choir. 

- In 1916, Hugh and son Willie enlisted in war. 

- Willie was killed in 1917 at the Ypres #3 battle. He was 20 years old. 

- Hugh Gallaugher died at age 75 in 1935. 

- Their daughter “Minnie” died at age 60 in 1960. 

- Mary Jane Mutton died in 1964. 
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28.   JAMES & CHLOE ROSE DOHERTY 

BR2-G003 & 004 

 
James and Chloe Rose Doherty 

 

- Chloe Rose was born in Carleton Place, Ontario in 1832. 

- She married James Doherty (1823-1894) in 1853. 

- James Rose Doherty was born in Carlton Place, Ontario in 1859. 

- In 1904, they arrived in Summerland (this included the mother and children 

Albert, George, James, and Annie). 

- In 1904, Albert married Annie Ackland. 

- In 1906, Annie Doherty married Robert Mitchell. 

- In 1906, George Henry Doherty (1874-1955) married Bertha May Harrison     

(1876-1947). Their children included Ernest, Jim, and Albert. 

- Chloe Rose died in 1908. 
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29.    WILLIAM & LOUISE ATKINSON 

BR4-G005 & 006 

 
 

William and Louise Atkinson 

 

- William Atkinson was born Lincolnshire, England in 1854. 

- Louisa Bartholomew was born in Blackfriars, London, England in 1855. 

- William Atkinson and Louisa Bartholomew married in 1878. 

- In 1886, their son, William (Jr), was born in Lincolnshire, England. 

- The Atkinsons arrived in Summerland in 1904. 

- Louisa Atkinson died unexpectedly in 1919. 

- William Atkinson Junior married John S. Ritchie’s daughter, Elizabeth, in 

1921. Louise Atkinson was born in 1922. 

- In 1940, William Atkinson Senior died. 

- Louise Atkinson was very active in municipal events and was a municipal 

secretary. 

- Louise Atkinson died in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

32 

30.    JOHN & FLORENCE CHAPMAN 

BR 3-G005 & 006 

   
John and Florence Chapman 

 

- John Spencer Chapman (1869-1952) was born in London, England. 

- Florence Mary nee Toombs (1864-1955) was born in Wiltshire, England. 

- Florence and John married in 1893. 

- John graduated from law school in London, England in 1909. 

- Due to health problems, they moved to Canada. 

- They arrived in Peachland in 1912. Florence was accompanied by her 

governess, Miss Mclure. 

- They pre-empted 160 acres at Princeton Crossing in 1913. 

- 1913 site of lumber mill for Kettle Valley Railway ties 

- The Chapman Ranch House was 29 km from Summerland. 

- On July 1, 1914, the Chapman House became a Post Office. 

- Florence became the postmistress, which was a job she held for 35 years. 

- In 1917, the site was renamed Mazama. The name Mazama was chosen by 

John because of fond memories of Mazama in Washington State. 

- The Chapman House became an “open house” to travellers. 

- The Chapmans were one of the largest land owners in the area. 

- John Chapman became a Justice of the Peace. 

- In the early 1940s, the Chapman Ranch was sold. Not long after, the house 

was destroyed by fire. The concrete foundation remains today. 
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31.          AGNES MARJORIBANKS 

                                BR2-G001 

 
Agnes Marjoribanks 

 
- Agnes Margaret Kinloch was born Bengal, India in 1859. 

- She married Jasper E.T. Nicolls (1850-1889) in 1882. 

- Their daughter, Lillian Nicholls, married Robert Van Allen (RV) Agur. 

- Lillian and Robert Agur’s children: Robyn (died in 1943), Don Agur, and Pat 

Agur 

- After Jasper died in 1889, Agnes married Coutts Marjoribanks in 1895 

(pronounced Marchbanks). 

- Coutts Marjoribanks’ older sister was Lady Aberdeen. 

- Coutts wanted to be a Canadian cowboy, and he was financed by family. 

- They built the Guisachan Ranch House, which was named after their family 

estate in Scotland. 

- He preferred cowboy life to managing the Coldstream ranch. 

- Crawley Ricardo became a new and successful manager. 

- Coutts died at the ranch in 1924 and is buried in Vernon 

- Agnes Marjoribanks lived in Prairie Valley and died in 1942. 
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